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Bow Decorations

When making bows, traditional Chinese bow makers focused on not only practicality,
but also aesthetics. The maker would decorate the bow with auspicious motifs
representing health, longevity, good fortune and success in the imperial
examinations, for instance. Take this bow as an example. It has the motif of an
upside-down bat, which is auspicious: ‘bat reversed’ (fu dao) and ‘fortune arrives’ (fu
dao) are homophonic. The ‘swastika’, an ancient religious symbol, combined with the
Chinese word ‘shou’, written in seal script, symbolises abundant blessings and
longevity. The bow is also decorated with a meander, which represents

auspiciousness and endless wealth.



